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“HYBRID”
Originally envisioned by Li Edelkoort in 2015-16, the Textiles MFA 
program was launched in the School of Fashion at Parsons, the New 
School, in the fall of 2018. The first graduates of this program have 
emerged as thoughtful makers with a humane, global perspective. 

Mana Contemporary presents the 16 graduates of the inaugural 
cohort of the Textiles MFA program who have persevered through the 
pandemic, shutdown and quarantine in their final semester to create 
spectacular and meaningful work that is groundbreaking - and that 
needs to be seen on the world stage. 

Each student has created a new vernacular for the 21st century through 
the medium of textiles - addressing larger issues of Social Justice, 
Sustainability, Beauty, Activism and Wellbeing. In their final capstone 
thesis projects, they have created magnificent textiles with compelling 
stories, socio-cultural relevance, considered utility and a beauty that 
surpasses the material and the visual, to engage the emotional and 
intellectual realms.

The graduating students’ work has major significance in the world 
today, as they will pioneer a paradigm shift in not just the Textile 
industry and in the field of Art and Design, but also impacting several 
disciplines from fashion, interiors and architecture, to manufacturing 
and business as they seamlessly integrate fast-paced, hi-tech making 
with mindful, slow craft.

Textile innovations range from integrating the natural world into 
textiles through whimsical tapestry weaving, dyeing with natural dyes, 
botanical and food waste. Imbuing fabric installations with fragrance 
and movement, creating 3D architectural structures using hemp from 
2D handloom weaves, to stunningly beautiful material innovation in 
bioplastics and textiles made with kelp.

We see ancient shamans imagined with wool, addressing activism 
and social change through felting and tufting; issues of cultural 
sustainability with backstrap loom weaving, material sustainability 
through hand knitting with e-waste and 3D knitting on the Shimaseiki, 
and climate change through knitting landscapes of the Aral Sea, to 
healing through color, light and form. 

Under the leadership of founding Program Director Preeti Gopinath, 
this pioneering graduate program in textiles is uniquely positioned at 
the intersection of craft, concept, technology, fashion and constructed 
environments. Students are mentored by an outstanding team of 
educators that include Gabi Asfour, Anette Millington, Tiago Valente, 
Soojin Kang, YuChen Zhang, Travis Fitch, Jacob Long, Alex de Voogt, 
Li Edelkoort and Preeti Gopinath.
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Olivia Koval considers how we retain a connection with nature as the world becomes increasingly urbanized. Jeremy Ripley How do we use textiles to build identities? 
Zhuldyz Tazhimvetova explores the boundaries between artisanal handcrafted knit design and mass produced knitted products Liuxu Luo used laser cutting and a 
sewing machine to make lace- like, three-dimensional pattern draping from two-dimensional embroidery. Anubha Sood has been building a body of work that explores 
the natural world through textiles. Pallavi Padukone integrated materials and aroma together through interactive textiles. Yi Hsuan Sung cooks yarns from agar and food 
waste in her kitchen to create completely compostable textile designs. Sanya Sharma uses wevaing to  evoke an ethereal emotion by transporting one’s mind to a different 
reality. Tess Murdoch sought to create a personal inventory of domesticity within her body. Laura Kung works in between design and art using textiles as a medium and 
introspective tool. Terumi Saito unites energy and joy by giving life to space, objects, and creatures. Samyukta Easwaran aims to represent anxiety visually.  
Sagarika Sundaram creates felted textile explosions over the human limits on migration. Peter Salera created a speculative art object examining electronic waste as a 
textile material. Lauren Bailey a mobile and adaptable structure that aims to cradle its user in a soft shell of comfort and security.







Awards Grants Scholarships 2018 - 2020
Awards
Biodesign Challenge (BDC), 2020, New York, NY         Judges Recognition Award, Uyen Tran 
Tishman Award for Excellence in Climate, Environmental Justice and Sustainability, 2020, New York, NY    Winner, Sagarika Sundaram
“CAMP: Notes on Fashion” The Costume Institute Graduate Fashion Design Competition, 2019, New York, NY   Winner, Yi Hsuan Sung
The Nippon Club and Consulate General of Japan Exhibition “FORWARD TOGETHER!”, 2020, New York, NY  Winner, Terumi Saito
International Talent Support Artwork by Swatch Art Peace Hotel, 2020, Shanghai, China     Finalist, Lui Luixo
Techstyle for Social Good by Mills Fabrica and Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 2020, Hong Kong, China  Grand Prize, Uyen Tran 
Role Models Student Contest | Healthy Materials Lab 2019, New York, NY      Honorable Mention, Yi Hsuan Sung
Role Models Student Contest | Healthy Materials Lab 2020, New York, NY      Second Prize, Jacob Olmedo
WindowsWear Student Award Finalist, 2020, New York, NY        Finalist, Pallavi Padukone
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2020, New York, NY        Finalist, Yi Hsuan Sung
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2020, New York, NY        Finalist, Jacob Olmedo
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2020, New York, NY        Finalist, Peter Salera
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2019, New York, NY        Finalist, Peter Salera
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2020, New York, NY        Finalist, Pallavi Padukone
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2019, New York, NY        Finalist, Pallavi Padukone
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2019, New York, NY        Finalist, Sagarika Sundaram
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2019, New York, NY        Finalist, Yi Hsuan Sung
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2019, New York, NY        Finalist, Jacob Olmedo
Dorothy Waxman Textile Design Prize, 2019, New York, NY        Finalist, Lui Luixo

Grants
Michael Kalil Endowment Grant for Smart Design, 2020, New York, NY       Recepient, Sagarika Sundaram
The New School Graduate Fund, 2019, New York, NY         Recepient, Sagarika Sundaram
The New School Parsons Graduate Student Research Fund Award, 2010, New York, NY     Recepient, Sagarika Sundaram
The New School Parsons Graduate Student Research Fund Award, 2019, New York, NY     Recepient,Yi Hsuan Sung
The New School Parsons Graduate Student Research Fund Award, 2019, New York, NY     Recepient, Terumi Saito
Parsons The Design for Aging Fund, 2020, New York, NY         Recipient, Liuxu Luo

Scholarships
CFDA Design Scholar K11 Innovation Award           Recepient, Uyen Tran
Tishman Scholarship for Sustainable Design, 2019, New York, NY       Recepient, Jacob Olmedo 
Council of Fashion Designers of America Liz Claiborne Graduate Scholar, 2018, New York, NY    Recepient, Jacob Olmedo
NEWH Interior Design scholarship sponsored by P/Kaufmann, 2019, New York, NY     Recepient,Yi Hsuan Sung
Ministry of Education Grant For Study Abroad, 2019, Taipei, Taiwan       Recepient,Yi Hsuan Sung
The New School President’s Scholarship, 2020-2018, New York, NY       Recepient, Sagarika Sundaram


